
 PINECREST ACADEMY OF NEVADA 

September 28, 2022 

State Charter Governing Board 
State Public Charter School Authority 
2080 E. Flamingo Rd., Suite 230 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 

Re:  Good Cause Exemption Request to Amend Charter Application 

To State Public Charter School Authority, 

Pinecrest Academy of Nevada (Pinecrest) respectfully requests a good cause exemption 
from the current amendment schedule to amend its charter contract with the State Public 
Charter School Authority (SPCSA). 

The purpose of this out-of-cycle amendment is two-fold. First, Pinecrest seeks the 
Authority’s approval of an articulation agreement to permit 8th grade students from 
Somerset Academy of Las Vegas (Somerset)’s Stephanie middle school campus to 
continue their studies at Pinecrest’s Cadence high school campus. And, second, Pinecrest 
seeks the Authority’s approval to adopt an updated enrollment lottery priority for those 
8th grade students matriculating from Somerset’s Stephanie campus to attend Pinecrest’s 
Cadence campus pursuant to that articulation agreement. 

The Pinecrest Governing Board has approved (a) the matriculation agreement (see 
Exhibit A.2); (b) the request to seek a good cause exemption (see Exhibit A.2); (c) the 
amended priority enrollment list (see Exhibit A.4) as well as (d) the amendment 
application itself (see Exhibit A.6). 

We appreciate the support of the SPCSA staff as Pinecrest seeks the approval of this good 
cause exemption as well as the granting of its underlying application to amend the charter 
to permit the new articulation agreement and the updated enrollment priority. 

Sincerely, 

Travis Keys 
Travis Keys 
Board Chair, Pinecrest Academy of Nevada 
travis.keys@pinecrestnv.org 

mailto:travis.keys@pinecrestnv.org
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Executive Summary 

About Pinecrest Academy 

Pinecrest Academy of Nevada (PAN) is affiliated with, and replicates, the highly successful 
Pinecrest Academy charter school network based in Florida. Both systems have demonstrated 
success with diverse, at-risk student populations. PAN's educational program is modeled after 
innovative learning methods and strategies that have proven successful in raising student 
learning and achievement consistently across the Pinecrest system. 

PAN opened its first Nevada campus in 2012 serving students in Grades K-7. Today, the PAN 
network has grown to five campuses across the Las Vegas Valley serving nearly 7,500 students in 
Grades K-12. The Pinecrest campuses consistently rate as 4- and 5-star schools. The high school 
programs continue to test amongst the highest in the state with regard to ACT scores. 

Today, Pinecrest stands on a record of strong academic, financial, and organizational 
performance and success. 

Request For Amendment 

Nevada Revised Statute 388A.456(1)(d) provides that, before a charter school enrolls pupils who 
are eligible for enrollment pursuant to NRS 388A.453, a charter school may enroll a child who is 
“enrolled at a charter school with which the charter school has an articulation agreement, 
approved by the sponsor, providing for priority enrollment.” 

In accordance with NRS 388A.456, Pinecrest now respectfully requests to amend its existing 
charter contract with the State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA) in order to adopt an 
updated enrollment lottery priority in accordance with an articulation agreement with Somerset 
Academy of Las Vegas (Somerset).  

The pertinent Board Agenda and Meeting Minutes demonstrating that this request for good 
cause exemption and request to approve the articulation agreement was submitted and 
approved by at least a majority of PAN’s Governing Board following a public meeting held 
pursuant to NRS Chapter 241 is attached as Exhibit A.2. 

The pertinent Board Agenda and Meeting Minutes demonstrating that this request to approve 
the amended priority enrollment list was submitted and approved by at least a majority of PAN’s 
Governing Board following a public meeting held pursuant to NRS Chapter 241 is attached as 
Exhibit A.4. 

The schools’ executed articulation agreement, attached as Exhibit B, provides eighth grade 
students from Somerset’s Stephanie campus with an enrollment priority to attend high school at 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec456
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec453
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-388A.html#NRS388ASec456
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Pinecrest’s Cadence campus. The purpose of the articulation agreement and this amendment is 
to facilitate a high-quality charter high school pathway for eighth grade students currently 
attending Somerset’s Stephanie campus. 

More specifically, PAN’s requested lottery change included in the “(Proposed) Enrollment and 
Lottery FAQ” attached as Exhibit C, seeks to create the following ranking of priority enrollments 
with the newly proposed sixth priority in bold: 

Transfer students, siblings, children of employees, children of Board Members, and eighth 
grade students from Somerset Academy’s Stephanie campus will be prioritized as stated 
below: 

• First Priority will be given to children of a member of the committee to form 
Pinecrest Academy. 

• Second Priority will be given to the children of members of the governing 
body of Pinecrest Academy. 

• Third Priority will be given to the child of a teacher employed by Pinecrest 
Academy. 

• Fourth Priority will be given to the siblings of previously enrolled students. If 
the number of siblings exceed the number of available spaces in any grade 
level, the students will be placed in a lottery to determine priority.  

• Fifth Priority will be given to students currently attending Pinecrest Academy 
who wish to transfer to another Pinecrest Academy campus during the 
recommitment period. 

• Pursuant to NRS 388.040 and NRS 388A.453(2) students who completed their 
8th grade year at a Pinecrest school and are being promoted to 9th grade will 
only be guaranteed enrollment in the Pinecrest High School zone where they 
attended 8th grade. If they wish to attend high school in another Pinecrest 
High School zone, they will be given transfer priority in the customary lottery 
process. The Pinecrest High School zones are divided as follows:  

Pinecrest Cadence High School Zone 

Pinecrest Cadence 

Pinecrest Sloan Canyon High School Zone 

Pinecrest Inspirada 

Pinecrest St. Rose 

Pinecrest Sloan Canyon 
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• Sixth Priority at Pinecrest Academy’s Cadence campus will be given to 8th 
grade students matriculating from Somerset Academy’s Stephanie campus 
in accordance with the schools’ operative Articulation Agreement. 

• 5th grade students attending Pinecrest Horizon will be automatically 
transferred to Pinecrest Cadence for 6th grade. If families wish to attend a 
different middle school, they will be given transfer priority in the lottery 
process. 

• All remaining students will be placed in a lottery to determine priority. 

It is important to note that this RFA does not represent a change in academic model or target 
community of either Pinecrest Academy or Somerset Academy. 

The central goals of requesting these amendments are: 

1.  To provide an integrated, comprehensive educational experience;  

2.  To promote greater collaboration in enhancing the family experience 
transitioning between middle and high school; and 

3.  To ultimately promote greater proficiency and mastery of academic content 
resulting in college and career readiness of students matriculating from 
Somerset Academy’s Stephanie Campus in their enrollment at Pinecrest 
Academy’s Cadence Campus. 

Although the schools seek the SPCSA’s approval to enter into this articulation agreement, there 
are no planned changes to governance, management, or fiscal structures currently in place for 
either charter holder. 

Current Enrollment Lottery Policy 

PAN’s existing “Enrollment and Lottery FAQ,” without the proposed priority enrollment for eighth 
grade students matriculating from Somerset Academy’s Stephanie campus, is attached as Exhibit 
D.  

Proposed Change in Charter Lottery Policy 

Pinecrest intends to effectively leave in place the same enrollment priorities as prior years for 
the remainder of the charter contract with one material change – an addition to the priority 
policies in order to account for the articulation agreement with Somerset’s Stephanie Campus as 
described in Exhibit B, resulting in the amended policy and enrollment plan attached as Exhibit 
C. 
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The potential change will be tentatively communicated with Pinecrest families beginning in Fall 
2022 after successful submission of the Request for Amendment, with subsequent confirmation 
once the SPCSA provides final approval.  

Additionally, the lottery priorities will be updated and posted on the Pinecrest Academy Cadence 
website once approved by the SPCSA, and then subsequently included in collateral materials 
produced in the course of the regular enrollment plan including, but not limited to, social media 
advertising, mailing campaigns, and in person events and orientations. The current enrollment 
application for Pinecrest Academy Cadence is attached as Exhibit E. 

 

https://www.pinecrestcadence.org/


NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
of the 

Board of Directors of 
Pinecrest Academy of Nevada 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada, a public 
charter school, will conduct a public meeting on April 5, 2022 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 2840 Via 
Contessa, Henderson, NV 89044. The public is invited to attend.  

Attached hereto is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. 

Please Note: The Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada may 1) take agenda items 
out of order; 2) combine two or more items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda 
or delay discussion related to an item at any time.  

Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend or participate at the meeting. Any persons requiring assistance may contact 
Annette Christensen at (702) 431-6260 or annette.christensen@academicanv.com at least two 
business days in advance so that arrangements may be made. 

The meeting agenda, support materials, and minutes are available at 6630 Surrey St., Las Vegas 
NV 89119, via email at annette.christensen@academicanv.com, or by visiting the school’s website 
at https://www.pinecrestnv.org. For copies of the meeting audio, please email 
annette.christensen@academicanv.com  

Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
Please email annette.christensen@academicanv.com to submit or sign up for public comment. 

EXHIBIT A.1 - April 5, 2022 Board Agenda

A.1-1

mailto:annette.christensen@academicanv.com
mailto:annette.christensen@academicanv.com
https://www.pinecrestnv.org/
mailto:annette.christensen@academicanv.com
mailto:annette.christensen@academicanv.com


The vision of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada is where scholars perform at the highest level on all academic measures. 

Board of Directors 
Travis Keys – Board Chair  

Kacey Thomas – Board Vice Chair 
Marni Watkins – Board Secretary 
Craig Seiden – Board Treasurer 

Jeff Cahill – Board Member 
Coby Sherlock – Board Member 

Jennifer Williamson – Board Member 

Lisa Satory – Lead Principal, Sloan Canyon 
Jessica LeNeave – Principal, Cadence 

Wendy Shirey – Principal, Horizon 
Michael O’Dowd – Principal, Inspirada 

Jon Haskel – Principal, St. Rose 

EXHIBIT A.1 - April 5, 2022 Board Agenda

A.1-2



Meeting of the Board of Directors 
April 5, 2022 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.)

3. CONSENT AGENDA (For Possible Action)
(All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. There
will be no separate discussion for these items unless a Board Member or member of the public so requests, in
which case the item(s) will be removed from the consent agenda and considered along with the regular order
of business.)

a. Approval of Minutes of the February 8, 2022 Annual Board Meeting and the
February 22, 2022 Special Board Meeting

b. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve a Student/Parent Handbook for Pinecrest
Academy Virtual

c. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve a Restorative Justice Policy for Pinecrest
Academy Virtual

d. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Revised EL Policy for Pinecrest
Academy of Nevada

4. ACTION & DISCUSSION ITEMS
(Action may be taken on those items denoted “For Possible Action”)

a. School Initiatives Report by Principal Satory, Principal LeNeave, Principal Shirey,
Principal Haskel, and Principal O’Dowd (For Discussion)

b. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Stipends Associated with Leadership of
New Campus Growth (For Possible Action)

c. Review of Current Year Financial Performance (For Discussion)

EXHIBIT A.1 - April 5, 2022 Board Agenda
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d. Review and Possible Approval of Initial Budget for the 2022/2023 School Year (For 
Possible Action) 

 
e. Approval for Pinecrest Academy of Nevada High School Principals to Enter into 

Agreements with any NSHE College for Dual Enrollment (For Possible Action) 
 
f. Discussion and Possible Action to Request that a Good Cause Exemption Letter be 

Included with the Submission of the Pinecrest Academy of Nevada Charter 
Amendment (For Possible Action) 

 
g. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding a Matriculation Agreement Between 

Pinecrest Academy of Nevada Cadence Campus and Somerset Academy of Nevada 
Stephanie Campus for Incoming High School Students (For Possible Action) 

 
h. Review and Possible Approval to Go Out for RFP for Auditor Bids for Next Year 

(For Possible Action) 
 
i. Review and Approval of Term Sheet for Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment 

Purchases for the 2022/2023 School Year through Zions Equipment Finance (For 
Possible Action) 

 
j. Discussion and Possible Approval of Revised Signage for Pinecrest Academy of 

Nevada Campuses (For Possible Action)  
 
k. Review and Possible Action to Pay Off Capital Leases (For Possible Action) 
 
l. Approval of Staff Bonuses (For Possible Action) 
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTIFICATIONS 
 

• Approval of NSLP vendor (due end of May) 
• Changes to Wellness Policy as needed (due end of May) 
• Final Budget for 22/23 School Year (due June 8th) 

 
6. MEMBER COMMENT 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.)       

EXHIBIT A.1 - April 5, 2022 Board Agenda
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8. ADJOURN MEETING 
                                                                                                                                                                                             
This notice and agenda has been posted on or before 9 a.m. on the third working day before the 
meeting at the following locations: 

1) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Horizon 1360 S. Boulder Highway, Henderson, NV 
2) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – St. Rose – 1385 E. Cactus Ave., Henderson, NV 
3) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Inspirada – 2840 Via Contessa, Henderson, NV 
4) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Cadence – 225 Grand Cadence, Henderson, NV 
5) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Sloan Canyon – 675 E. Dale Ave., Henderson, NV 
6) https://pinecrestnv.org  
7) https://notice.nv.gov  

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                       

EXHIBIT A.1 - April 5, 2022 Board Agenda
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
of the 

Board of Directors of 
Pinecrest Academy of Nevada 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada, a public 
charter school, will conduct a public meeting on July 13, 2022 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 1385 East 
Cactus Ave., Henderson, NV 89183. The public is invited to attend.  

Attached hereto is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. 

Please Note: The Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada may 1) take agenda items 
out of order; 2) combine two or more items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda 
or delay discussion related to an item at any time.  

Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend or participate at the meeting. Any persons requiring assistance may contact 
Annette Christensen at (702) 431-6260 or annette.christensen@academicanv.com at least two 
business days in advance so that arrangements may be made. 

The meeting agenda, support materials, and minutes are available at 6630 Surrey St., Las Vegas 
NV 89119, via email at annette.christensen@academicanv.com, or by visiting the school’s website 
at https://www.pinecrestnv.org. For copies of the meeting audio, please email 
annette.christensen@academicanv.com  

Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
Please email annette.christensen@academicanv.com to submit or sign up for public comment. 

EXHIBIT A.3 - July 13, 2022 Board Agenda

A.3-1

mailto:annette.christensen@academicanv.com
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The vision of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada is where scholars perform at the highest level on all academic measures. 

 
Board of Directors 

Travis Keys – Board Chair  
Kacey Thomas – Board Vice Chair 
Marni Watkins – Board Secretary 
Craig Seiden – Board Treasurer 

Jeff Cahill – Board Member 
Coby Sherlock – Board Member 

Jennifer Williamson – Board Member 
 

Lisa Satory – Lead Principal, Sloan Canyon 
Jessica LeNeave – Principal, Cadence 

Wendy Shirey – Principal, Horizon 
Michael O’Dowd – Principal, Inspirada 

Jon Haskel – Principal, St. Rose 
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Meeting of the Board of Directors 
July 13, 2022 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been  
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.) 
 

3. CONSENT AGENDA (For Possible Action) 
(All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. There 
will be no separate discussion for these items unless a Board Member or member of the public so requests, in 
which case the item(s) will be removed from the consent agenda and considered along with the regular order 
of business.) 
 

a. Approval of Minutes of the June 27, 2022 Board Meeting 
 

b. Approval of a Revision to the Attendance Policy Pertaining to Time to Complete 
Make-Up Work 

 
c. Approval of Grant Funding Awarded to Pinecrest Academy of Nevada: 

• CTE State Competitive Grant 
• CTE State Allocation Grant 
• Perkins Grant  

 
 

4. ACTION & DISCUSSION ITEMS 
(Action may be taken on those items denoted “For Possible Action”) 
 

a. Discussion and Possible Action to Temporarily Expand Board Membership from 
Seven to Nine (For Possible Action) 
 

b. School Initiatives Report by Principal Satory, Principal LeNeave, Principal Shirey, 
Principal Haskel, and Principal O’Dowd (For Discussion) 
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c. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Retention Bonuses for the 2022/2023 
School Year (For Possible Action) 

 
d. Review and Approval of the Financial and Management Agreement Between 

Pinecrest Academy Cadence Campus and Pinecrest Academy Virtual Campus (For 
Possible Action)  

 
e. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Amended Priority Enrollment List 

(For Possible Action) 
 
f. Review and Approval of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada’s Literacy Plan for the 

2022/2023 and 2023/2024 School Years (For Possible Action) 
 
g. Review and Approval of a Renegotiation of Copier Contract to Include a Printer 

Buyout (For Possible Action) 
 
h. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Purchase of a New Scoreboard for 

the Sloan Canyon Campus Athletic Field (For Possible Action) 
 
i. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Purchase of a Shade Structure for the 

Sloan Canyon Campus (For Possible Action) 
 
j. Discussion and Possible Approval of Revised Signage for Pinecrest Academy of 

Nevada Campuses (For Possible Action)  
 

 
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTIFICATIONS 

 
• Next Board Meeting September 14th at 5:30 p.m. at the Sloan Canyon campus 
• Final Revised Budget (due December 1st) 

 
6. MEMBER COMMENT 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.)       
                             

8. ADJOURN MEETING 
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This notice and agenda has been posted on or before 9 a.m. on the third working day before the 
meeting at the following locations: 

1) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Horizon 1360 S. Boulder Highway, Henderson, NV 
2) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – St. Rose – 1385 E. Cactus Ave., Henderson, NV 
3) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Inspirada – 2840 Via Contessa, Henderson, NV 
4) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Cadence – 225 Grand Cadence, Henderson, NV 
5) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Sloan Canyon – 675 E. Dale Ave., Henderson, NV 
6) https://pinecrestnv.org  
7) https://notice.nv.gov                                                                                                                                                                                        
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MINUTES 

of the meeting of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS of PINECREST ACADEMY OF NEV ADA 

July 13, 2022 

The Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada held a meeting on July 13, 2022 at 5:30 

p.m. at 1385 East Cactus Ave., Henderson, NV 89183.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Board Chair Travis Keys called the meeting to order at 5 :34 p.m. with a quorum present. In

attendance were Board members Travis Keys, Coby Sherlock, Marni Watkins, Craig Seiden, and Kacey 

Thomas. 

Board members Jeff Cahill and Jennifer Williamson were not present. 

Also present were Lead Principal Lisa Satory, Principal Jessica LeNeave, Principal Michael 

O'Dowd, Principal Wendy Shirey, Principal Jon Haskel, Assistant Principal Steve Albrecht, Christine 

Garvin, and Nicole Tomaino; as well as Academica representatives Trevor Goodsell, Amanda Orosco, 

Gary McClain, and Paul Ballou. 

2. Public Comment and Discussion

There were no public comments and discussions.

3. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes of the June 27, 2022 Board Meeting

b. Approval of a Revision to the Attendance Policy Pertaining to Time to Complete

Make-Up Work

c. Approval of Grant Funding Awarded to Pinecrest Academy of Nevada:
• CTE State Competitive Grant
• CTE State Allocation Grant
• Perkins Grant

Member Thomas moved to approve the consent agenda items a, b, and c. Member Watkins 

seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve. 

1 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
of the 

Board of Directors of 
Pinecrest Academy of Nevada 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada, a public 
charter school, will conduct a public meeting on September 21, 2022 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at 675 
E. Dale Ave., Henderson, NV 89015. The public is invited to attend.

Attached hereto is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. 

Please Note: The Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada may 1) take agenda items 
out of order; 2) combine two or more items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda 
or delay discussion related to an item at any time.  

Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend or participate at the meeting. Any persons requiring assistance may contact 
Annette Christensen at (702) 431-6260 or annette.christensen@academicanv.com at least two 
business days in advance so that arrangements may be made. 

The meeting agenda, support materials, and minutes are available at 6630 Surrey St., Las Vegas 
NV 89119, via email at annette.christensen@academicanv.com, or by visiting the school’s website 
at https://www.pinecrestnv.org. For copies of the meeting audio, please email 
annette.christensen@academicanv.com  

Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
Please email annette.christensen@academicanv.com to submit or sign up for public comment 
in advance. Public Comment can also be made in person at the meeting.   

EXHIBIT A.5 - September 21, 2022 Board Agenda
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The vision of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada is where scholars perform at the highest level on all academic measures. 

Board of Directors 
Travis Keys – Board Chair  

Kacey Thomas – Board Vice Chair 
Marni Watkins – Board Secretary 
Craig Seiden – Board Treasurer 

Jeff Cahill – Board Member 
Coby Sherlock – Board Member 

Jennifer Williamson – Board Member 

Lisa Satory – Lead Principal, Sloan Canyon 
Jessica LeNeave – Principal, Cadence 

Wendy Shirey – Principal, Horizon 
Michael O’Dowd – Principal, Inspirada 

Jon Haskel – Principal, St. Rose 
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Meeting of the Board of Directors 
September 21, 2022 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.)

3. CONSENT AGENDA (For Possible Action)
(All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. There
will be no separate discussion for these items unless a Board Member or member of the public so requests, in
which case the item(s) will be removed from the consent agenda and considered along with the regular order
of business.)

a. Approval of Minutes of the July 13, 2022 Board Meeting and the July 28, 2022
Board Meeting

b. Approval of Grant Funding Awarded to Pinecrest Academy of Nevada for the
2022/2023 School Year:

• PLTW Gateway (Sloan Canyon)
• Title II
• SPED Part B
• SPED Exceptional Needs

c. Review of Current Year Financial Performance

4. ACTION & DISCUSSION ITEMS
(Action may be taken on those items denoted “For Possible Action”)

a. Interview and Nomination of One New Board Member (For Possible Action)

b. School Initiatives Report by Principal Satory, Principal LeNeave, Principal Shirey,
Principal Haskel, and Principal O’Dowd (For Discussion)
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c. Discussion Regarding Student Recruitment and Enrollment Plans for Pinecrest
Academy of Nevada Inspirada and Sloan Canyon Campuses (For Discussion)

d. Review and Possible Approval of the EMO Evaluation for Academica Nevada (For
Possible Action)

e. Review and Approval of the Pinecrest EMO Evaluation Tool (For Possible Action)

f. Discussion and Possible Action to Amend the Board Bylaws to Include Board
Meeting Attendance Requirements (For Possible Action)

g. Review and Approval to Submit an Application for an Amendment to the Pinecrest
Academy of Nevada Charter to Increase Enrollment (For Possible Action)

h. Review and Approval to Submit an Application for an Amendment to the Pinecrest
Academy of Nevada Charter to add an Amended Priority Enrollment List (For
Possible Action)

i. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve a Stipend Policy (For Possible Action)

j. Review and Approval of a Renegotiation of Copier Contract to Include a Printer
Buyout (For Possible Action)

k. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Purchase of a New Scoreboard for
the Sloan Canyon Campus Athletic Field (For Possible Action)

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTIFICATIONS

• Next Board Meeting November 9th at 5:30 p.m. at the Cadence campus
• Principal Review (October/November)
• Final Revised Budget (due December 1st)
• Financial Audit (due December 1st)

6. MEMBER COMMENT

7. PUBLIC COMMENT
(No action may be taken on a matter raised under this item of the agenda until the matter itself has been
specifically included on an agenda as an item upon which action will be taken.)

8. ADJOURN MEETING
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This notice and agenda has been posted on or before 9 a.m. on the third working day before the 
meeting at the following locations: 

1) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Horizon 1360 S. Boulder Highway, Henderson, NV 
2) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – St. Rose – 1385 E. Cactus Ave., Henderson, NV 
3) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Inspirada – 2840 Via Contessa, Henderson, NV 
4) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Cadence – 225 Grand Cadence, Henderson, NV 
5) Pinecrest Academy of Nevada – Sloan Canyon – 675 E. Dale Ave., Henderson, NV 
6) https://pinecrestnv.org 
7) https://notice.nv.gov 
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MINUTES 
of the meeting of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS of PINECREST ACADEMY OF NEVADA 
September 21, 2022 

The Board of Directors of Pinecrest Academy of Nevada held a meeting on September 21, 2022 
at 5:30 p.m. at 675 E. Dale Ave., Henderson, NV 89015.    

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Board Chair Travis Keys called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. with a quorum present. In
attendance were Board members Travis Keys, Kacey Thomas, Marni Watkins, Craig Seiden, and Coby 
Sherlock (arrived 5:35 p.m.).  

Board members Jeff Cahill and Jennifer Williamson were not present. 

Also present were Lead Principal Lisa Satory, Principal Jessica LeNeave, Principal Michael 
O’Dowd, Principal Wendy Shirey, and Principal Jon Haskel,; as well as Academica representatives Trevor 
Goodsell, Amanda Orosco, Matt Tuttle, and Ryan Reeves.   

2. Public Comment and Discussion

Braden Rhodes, a student from Sloan Canyon, made public comment regarding personal bullying
incidences. Member Keys requested that the parent send an email to the Board detailing the events of the 
bullying, and that administration send the Board an update regarding the follow up to the situation.  

3. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes of the July 13, 2022 Board Meeting and the July 28, 2022 Board
Meeting.

b. Approval of Grant Funding Awarded to Pinecrest Academy of Nevada for the
2022/2023 School Year:

• PLTW Gateway (Sloan Canyon)
• Title II
• SPED Part B
• SPED Exceptional Needs

c. Review of Current Year Financial Performance

Member Seiden requested additional information regarding salary variances at the Sloan Canyon 
campus, and was comfortable moving forward with approving the consent agenda as presented.  

 Member Thomas moved to approve the consent agenda. Member Watkins seconded the 
motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve.   
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4.  Action & Discussion Items 
 

a. Interview and Nomination of One New Board Member   
 
Mr. Trevor Goodsell addressed the Board and stated that they had found a very qualified candidate 

to fill one of the Board positions; adding that the candidate was currently out of town and could not be 
present for an interview. Mr. Goodsell reviewed Mr. Tyre Gray’s qualifications as found within the 
support materials, and shared that Mr. Gray was still interested in the position. Member Keys stated that 
he met with Mr. Gray and was comfortable nominating him to the Board. Member Watkins stated that she 
also knew Mr. Gray and had no issue with nominating him. Member Seiden asked if Mr. Gray was aware 
of the term commitment. Mr. Goodsell replied affirmatively; adding that he had also discussed the time 
commitment that would be expected. The Board had no opposition for nominating Mr. Gray to the Board 
in his absence.    
 

Member Watkins elected Tyre Gray as a Board member to the Pinecrest Academy Board of 
Directors. Member Thomas seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve. 
  

b. School Initiatives Report by Principal Satory, Principal LeNeave, Principal Shirey, 
Principal Haskel, and Principal O’Dowd  

 
Lead Principal Lisa Satory, Principal Jessica LeNeave, Principal Wendy Shirey, Principal Jon 

Haskel, and Principal Michael O’Dowd addressed the Board and highlighted the following system-wide 
updates and major campus events and school initiatives as found within the support materials: 

 
• System-wide update: Professional Development in writing; STEM – PLTW training for 

new teachers 
• Sloan Canyon facility activities; three National Merit Scholar finalists; Data Chats 

indicated 5-STAR status for elementary, middle school and high school; community 
partnership with Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada   

• Cadence National Merit Scholar and record number of dual enrollment students 
• Pinecrest Virtual update: 81/80 students enrolled; SPED services being delivered to every 

student with an IEP 
• Horizon highest achievement data ever on SBAC assessment; attendance incentives; 4th 

grade teacher achieved a median growth percentile of 92 in math class; facility activities; 
mentorship program activities   

• St. Rose participation with Student Spaceflight Experiments Program; tutoring initiatives; 
Leader in Me Junior Lighthouse  

• Inspirada campus activities; fundraising efforts; Life Skills class; math and ELA SBAC 
highlights  
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• Pinecrest Springs Update: 340 families signed intents; Next SPCSA meeting will be on 
October 7th; building still in negotiations; community partnerships with YMCA, Springs’s 
Preserve, and Arizona Charlie’s    

 
i. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve a Stipend Policy   
  
Member Keys confirmed the Board was familiar with the stipend policy included in the support 

materials and asked for any discussion. Member Seiden stated that he would like to include Assistant 
Principals (APs) in the policy since additional principal responsibilities shift to the APs when principals 
were opening new campuses. Mr. Ryan Reeves addressed the Board and stated that it was within the 
principal’s authority to grant a stipend to their APs. Member Seiden wanted to make sure that stipends 
were normalized across the campuses to avoid variances. Member Sherlock asked if a determination 
would be needed between principals and APs in the wording of the policy. After further discussion, the 
Board agreed that a clarifying sentence denoting that Principal could also mean Assistant Principal be 
placed at the beginning of the policy and be blanketed throughout. Member Seiden also asked that the 
policy pertain to schools within Pinecrest Academy of Southern Nevada only, since Mr. Goodsell stated 
that Pinecrest Inc. paid for any principal or AP working for any Pinecrest system outside of Southern 
Nevada.  

Member Keys stated that stipend amounts had been taken out of the policy and would need to be 
set as part of the approval for this school year. He recommended setting a $15,000/year stipend for opening 
a new campus, and that the amount be reviewed annually by the Board. He also stated that Principal 
LeNeave and Principal O’Dowd be paid the $15,000 stipend with monthly payments to start immediately. 
Member Seiden asked if a stipend should go to the APs that had been assisting with opening the new 
campuses. Principal LeNeave and Principal O’Dowd stated that they were already paying stipends to those 
who were assisting them in opening the new campuses, and that the stipends were being paid out of the 
respective campuses budgets. The Board requested that a discussion regarding stipends for APs be 
included on the next agenda.      

 
Member Watkins moved to approve the stipend policy with two revisions: 1) to add a note 

that this policy applied to Assistant Principals and Principals, and 2) that it applied to the Pinecrest 
Academy of Southern Nevada; and that the stipend for opening a new campus would be $15,000 for 
the year annually renewed at the discretion of the Board and to start immediately, and that the 
stipends for any Assistant Principals helping the Principals to open a new school would be addressed 
at the next Board meeting. Member Thomas seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously 
to approve. 

 
e. Review and Approval of the Pinecrest EMO Evaluation Tool 

 
Principal Satory stated that the Charter Authority requested that schools initiate their own EMO 

evaluations with a rubric beyond the additional survey conducted by the EMO. She reviewed the 
evaluation rubric as found in the support materials; adding that the rubric had been submitted and approved 

EXHIBIT A.6 - September 21, 2022 Meeting Minutes

A.6-3



 

4 
 

by the authority for CIVICA, and that they could adjust the rubric to tailor to Pinecrest’s needs. Her goal 
was to have the Board complete the rubric for Academica and present the findings at the next Board 
meeting.    

 Member Thomas moved to approve the EMO evaluation tool as presented. Member 
Sherlock seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve.  

 
c. Discussion Regarding Student Recruitment and Enrollment Plans for Pinecrest Academy 

of Nevada Inspirada and Sloan Canyon Campuses 
 

Principal Satory stated that the SPCSA identified Inspirada and Sloan Canyon as having below 
target FRL students. They asked that a plan be developed to target at-risk students and to identify the 
needs at each campus. Principal Satory distributed a draft copy of Sloan Canyon’s Enrollment and 
Recruitment Plan and explained that the biggest discrepancy at her campus was in the high school, and 
that the weighted lottery had increased the number of FRL students from 15% to 24%. The plan was due 
to the Charter Authority September 30th. Member Thomas asked if transportation was a challenge for FRL 
students. Principal Satory replied affirmatively; adding that she did not address transportation in the plan 
since the school did not have transportation funds. Discussion ensued in regards to requesting public 
transportation bus lines in the Inspirada area. Member Seiden asked if there were consequences for not 
being able to significantly increase FRL students. Principal Satory replied that the Authority was not 
approving or denying anything, but they want to see the plan and what efforts were being taken to serve 
the FRL community.  
 

d. Review and Possible Approval of the EMO Evaluation for Academica Nevada 
 

Mr. Goodsell stated that a survey had been sent to the Board and school community members that 
had the most contact with Academica. He reviewed the survey results as found in the support materials 
and stated that there would be additional training for Office Managers in Infinite Campus.   
 

Member Thomas moved to approve the EMO evaluation as presented. Member Watkins 
seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve.  
 

f. Discussion and Possible Action to Amend the Board Bylaws to Include Board Meeting 
Attendance Requirements   

 
Member Keys voiced his concerns regarding the attendance of Board members at Board meetings. 

He mentioned the challenges of forming quorums, and the burden placed on members who were attending 
regularly. He suggested to amend the Board Bylaws to include a percentage meeting attendance 
requirement. Member Thomas requested that a caveat for extenuating circumstances be included. Member 
Keys stated that he would like to see at least a 50% attendance rate over a six month period; adding that 
if a member could not meet that commitment that they would be asked to resign, or be subject to dismal 
by the Board. Member Seiden suggested the Board address the issue at hand instead of changing an entire 
policy. Member Sherlock agreed; adding that the Board could simply call for the removal of a member as 
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per the Bylaws.  
Ms. Amanda Orosco addressed the Board and stated that the removal of a member would need to 

be placed on an agenda for possible action by the Board. Mr. Reeves stated that attendance expectations 
were addressed in the Board Member Handbook; adding that adding attendance to the Bylaws would raise 
expectations to a higher level and would avoid the uncomfortableness of voting to remove a Board 
member. After further discussion, the Board agreed to address the issue at hand to avoid changing the 
Bylaws.   

    
g. Review and Approval to Submit an Application for an Amendment to the Pinecrest 

Academy of Nevada Charter to Increase Enrollment 

This item was tabled until updated enrollment numbers and budgets could be determined. 

 
h. Review and Approval to Submit an Application for an Amendment to the Pinecrest 

Academy of Nevada Charter to add an Amended Priority Enrollment List  
 

Mr. Goodsell stated that the Board had approved the articulation agreement with Somerset at a 
prior Board meeting, and that the application needed to be submitted to the Charter Authority now that 
Somerset approved the agreement.  

 
Member Watkins moved to approve the application for an amendment to the Pinecrest 

Academy of Nevada Charter to add an amended priority enrollment list. Member Sherlock 
seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve. 
 

j. Review and Approval of a Renegotiation of Copier Contract to include a Printer Buyout  
 

Mr. Goodsell explained that there had been follow up questions for the vendors for this item at the 
previous meeting; adding that the prices and the answers to the questions were included in the supporting 
materials beginning on page 197.  

 
Member Thomas moved to approve the renegotiation of copier contract to include a printer 

buyout. Member Watkins seconded the motion, and the Board voted unanimously to approve. 
 
k. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Purchase of a New Scoreboard for the 

Sloan Canyon Campus Athletic Field  
 
Member Keys stated that, after looking into the details of the contract for the scoreboard, he felt 

comfortable approving the purchase of it.   
 
Member Watkins moved to approve the purchase of a new scoreboard for the Sloan Canyon 

campus athletic field as presented. Member Sherlock seconded the motion, and the Board voted 
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unanimously to approve. 
 
5.  Announcements & Notifications 
  

• Next Board Meeting November 9th at 5:30 p.m. at the Cadence campus 
• Principal Review (October/November)  
• Final Revised Budget (due December 1st) 
• Financial Audit (due December 1st) 

 
 Mr. Goodsell stated that the concrete signs were in the permit process with a six-month completion 
timeframe. He also stated that the fence surrounding the athletic field would be moved out for NIAA 
standards around December 1st.  
  
6. Member Comment  

 Member Watkins thanked Mr. Mathisen and Dr. Maguire for preparing the band room for the 
Board meeting.   
 
7. Public Comment and Discussion 

 Rachel Gore, St. Rose parent, made public comment regarding the recommendation of establishing 
culturally diverse after-school groups at the campus.     

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

Approved on: __________________ 

______________________________ 

 Secretary of the Board of Directors 

 Pinecrest Academy of Nevada  
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Revised 07/13/2022 

(Proposed) Enrollment and Lottery FAQ
A lottery will be held after the Open Enrollment period. Families will be notified via email or phone of 
their child’s acceptance into Pinecrest Academy of Nevada through the computerized lottery program. 
Families accepted will be notified via email of the next steps in the registration process and timeline to 
complete the registration. 

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) enforces Federal statutes that prohibit discrimination in programs and 
activities that receive federal financial assistance from the Department of Education (ED). Pinecrest 
Academy is committed to providing an equal opportunity education to all applicants without regard to 
race, religion, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, citizenship status, age, 
disability, or any other protected status in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws.  

What is a lottery? 

Since the number of applicants exceeds the established ceiling, students are selected by a random lottery. 
A numbered waitlist will be established for all applicants that apply during the Open Enrollment period. 
All applicants that apply after the Open Enrollment period will remain in a general application pool 
and be eligible for future lottery selections held for that academic year. Waitlist numbers will not be 
assigned to general application pool students unless an additional lottery is required. Future lotteries will 
not take place until all established waitlist students that applied during the Open Enrollment period have 
received an offer of acceptance.  

*How do I apply for my student to be included in the lottery?

To be considered for any current or future enrollment opportunities, place your student’s name in the 
applicant pool by going to Enrollment on the school webpage. Click on “Apply”. Only the legal 
parent/guardian of each student on the application may apply for that student. All students in a 
family should apply on one application. This allows the system to identify siblings of registered 
students and give priority for future openings to the siblings of these students. When you apply at the 
Pinecrest Academy website, your application is submitted for that campus only. Each campus runs its 
own lottery. It is required for you to submit an application to each campus to be considered for that campus 
lottery. Submitting more than one application per family will result in voiding all applications for the 
family. 

*Completion and submission of an enrollment application does not guarantee admission to, or
constitute acceptance to, Pinecrest Academy.
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What are the chances of my student being selected to attend? 

Enrollment opportunities vary by grade. There is no way to predict when, or if, your student will be 
selected by the lottery. We encourage all interested families to apply for enrollment. You will be contacted 
using the contact information on your application if your student has been selected.  

It is very important to keep this information current. It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to log 
in to your application and update any contact or student information on your application. 

Do I need to re-apply for the applicant pool each year? 

Yes. Each year during Open Enrollment, you need to re-apply if your student was not accepted for the 
current school year. Once a student is registered and attending you do not need to re-apply; however, all 
students must provide a Declaration of Intent for the following academic year.  

What is the lottery selection format? 

• Open Enrollment closes at 11:59 p.m. on the date posted on the website.  
• The lottery takes place the day after the close of Open Enrollment. Parents are notified of their 

student’s acceptance by email. Please make sure you are able to receive school email and check 
your spam folder once the lottery runs. Pinecrest Academy is not responsible for parents not 
receiving notification should the student acceptance go to your spam folder. 

• Those students who have applied during the Open Enrollment period, but did not receive an 
acceptance, will be given an assigned waitlist number. You will be notified by email of your 
student’s placement on this waitlist on the date of the initial lottery selection. 

• All future grade openings will be selected from this numbered waitlist.  
• If openings occur after the initial waitlist has been exhausted, a new lottery to fill those additional 

grade openings will take place. 

It is very important that you keep all information on your application current as most of our 
communication will be sent by email. 

How will I be contacted once my student is accepted and what is the timeline for 
completing required documents for registration? 

Upon completion of the initial lottery, all applicants will be notified by text message and email if they 
have been accepted. The text message and email will be sent to the phone number and email listed on the 
student’s application. Parents/guardians have 72 hours to complete all required registration documents. 
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If all required documents are not submitted by the stated deadline in the acceptance text message and 
email, your student’s spot will be returned to the lottery at the end of the 72-hour deadline. It is the 
parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to contact the school should they need assistance in registration. 

Acceptances will continue to be sent out as school commences. Once school is in session, there will be a 
24-hour deadline to complete student registration. A text message and email will be sent to the 
parent/guardian upon acceptance. It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to contact the school during 
the 24-hour deadline should they need additional assistance for registration. 

I missed the open enrollment deadline. Can I still apply? 

Yes. After the first lottery round selection, you can apply and be placed in our general application pool 
for any future lottery selections.  

How do I check the status of my application? 

To check the status of your application, visit the Pinecrest Academy website and click on apply. Enter the 
email address, select check application status, and then click continue. You will be emailed a link that can 
be used to check the student’s application status.  

How do I change information or add a sibling to current application?  

To change the information on an application, visit the Pinecrest Academy website and click on apply. 
Enter the email address and select add a sibling or edit/update application. An email will be sent to you 
with a link to edit your current application. Do not submit a new application for each student in your 
family. All students in the same family need to be on one application. 

What do the following terms mean when I check my student’s status? 

Definitions of status are as follows: 

 Applied Not yet accepted into Pinecrest Academy through the random lottery process. 

 Accepted Accepted into Pinecrest Academy, but registration paperwork is not complete. 

 Confirmed A transfer or returning student.  

 Registered Accepted and completed registration paperwork. 
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 Declined 
Accepted into Pinecrest Academy and you did not complete registration 
paperwork before the deadline or changed your mind about wanting to be 
considered for Pinecrest Academy. 

 Priority 
Status 

Not yet accepted into Pinecrest Academy but have priority status on the 
waitlist identified as other, sibling, or transfer priority. 

How old must my child be to attend school? 

Nevada state law (Senate Bill 102) now requires that a student must be 5 years of age on or before the 
first day of a school year to be admitted to kindergarten. A student who has completed kindergarten 
and is 6 years of age on or before the first day of a school year may be admitted to first grade. There is 
no testing for early admission; no exceptions. 

Is there an age waiver for students from other states? 

A child who becomes a resident of this state after completing kindergarten or beginning first grade in 
another state in accordance with the laws of that state may be admitted to the grade he/she was attending 
or would be attending had he/she remained a resident of the other state regardless of his/her age, unless 
the Pinecrest Academy Board determines that the requirements of this section are being deliberately 
circumvented. NRS 392.040(8). This applies to active military families as well. 

Is there a fee for full-day Kindergarten? 

No. 

Why does the application ask for my child’s current school? 

This information is to assist our office staff in transferring records, should your child be accepted. Transfer 
of record requests will not happen until you have completed your registration documents. 

My student has an IEP. Will this affect my acceptance? 

Pinecrest Academy does not deny enrollment based on disability. As part of the registration process, please 
submit the following special education paperwork found in your child’s confidential folder at their school.  
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● Consent for Placement 

● Multidisciplinary Team Meeting Report (current) 

● Speech and Occupational Therapy Annual Reports (if your child has related services) 

● Eligibility Form 

● Current Annual IEP and any Revisions to that IEP 

● Current Behavior Intervention Plan 

Please scan and email Special Education documents to:  
Dr. Rebecca Norton at rebecca.norton@sessnv.com  

The special education paperwork will be reviewed by Dr. Rebecca Norton, Special Education Coordinator 
who oversees Caseload Management. If clarification is needed regarding services, you will be contacted 
by Dr. Rebecca Norton. Special education services cannot be provided without a copy of the IEP.  

If you are enrolling at a Pinecrest Academy in Las Vegas, documents can be taken to the Pinecrest 
Academy where you are enrolling or dropped off at Academica Nevada located at 6630 Surrey Street, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89119.  

On the IEP, please include the name of the Pinecrest Academy campus where you are enrolling and 
ATTENTION: Registrar. 

My child has been expelled from his/her previous school. What must take place prior 
to my student attending your school?  

In accordance with NRS 392.4675, if your child has been expelled from school, the parent and student 
must meet with the Principal prior to completing Registration. Please bring your student records for 
suspension or expulsion to this meeting. After such meeting, it will be determined if your student is eligible 
for attendance. 

  

EXHIBIT C - (Proposed) Enrollment and Lottery FAQ

C-5



 

     

 
Revised 07/13/2022 
 

Documents that you need to return to Pinecrest Academy Registrar before your 
registration is complete: 

1. Your ID. Personal identification of parent/guardian (driver’s license or picture identification) 
bearing your name. 

2. Child’s original birth certificate or passport.  
3. Immunization record.  
4. Proof of address: 

• One item proving your address, such as a recent utility bill, rent receipt, residential lease, 
or sales contract. Unacceptable forms to document proof of address: driver's license, 
telephone bill, or cable bill.  

• If you are living with a friend or relative, you must submit a notarized Residential Affidavit 
signed by you and the owner/renter of the property indicating that it is your place of 
residence. A copy of a utility bill in the owner’s name must be provided with the affidavit. 

The documents listed below are not a requirement for registration or enrollment but will be needed before your 
child starts school:  

• Copy of transcripts from the previous school.  
• Previous records regarding placement in special programs, a copy of your child’s IEP or 504 

plan (if applicable).  
• A recent report card or transfer document showing the name and address of your child’s last 

school.  
• Information about any disabilities or special health problems, such as seizures, asthma, heart 

problems, health care procedures, or medications.  

Once accepted, how do I transfer my child from the previous attended school? 

The Registrar will request records from the current school once you complete the Transfer of Records 
form in the registration packet. If your student is accepted after school is in session, you will need to go 
to your child’s current school Registrar and withdraw your child. Bring the transfer documents from your 
child’s current school and proper identification to the Pinecrest Academy Registrar. 

My child is currently attending this school, does he/she have to go through the lottery 
selection again? 

No. If your student is currently attending our school, they do not need to reapply for the next school year. 
Students will be sent a Declaration of Intent in December of the current school year. Parents will have 
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one week to respond and submit online for the next school year. Recommitment participation is essential 
to determining the lottery selection for the next school year. 

Transfer of Campus Policy 

NOTE: Students currently enrolled in Pinecrest Academy may request a transfer to another 
Pinecrest Academy campus only during the period when Declarations of Intent are offered. 

Transfer students, siblings, children of employees, children of Board Members, and eighth grade students 
matriculating from Somerset Academy’s Stephanie campus will be prioritized as stated below: 

• First priority will be given to children of a member of the committee to form Pinecrest 
Academy. 

• Second priority will be given to the children of members of the governing body of Pinecrest 
Academy. 

• Third priority will be given to the child of a teacher employed by Pinecrest Academy. 

• Fourth priority will be given to the siblings of enrolled students. If the number of siblings 
exceed the number of available spaces in any grade level, the students will be placed in a lottery 
to determine priority.  

• Fifth priority will be given to students currently attending Pinecrest Academy who wish to 
transfer to another Pinecrest Academy campus during the recommitment period. 

• Pursuant to NRS 388.040 and NRS 388A.453(2) students who completed their 8th grade year 
at a Pinecrest school and are being promoted to 9th grade will only be guaranteed enrollment 
in the Pinecrest High School zone where they attended 8th grade. If they wish to attend high 
school in another Pinecrest High School zone, they will be given transfer priority in the 
customary lottery process. The Pinecrest High School zones are divided as follows:  

Pinecrest Cadence High School Zone 
Pinecrest Cadence 

Pinecrest Sloan Canyon High School Zone 
Pinecrest Inspirada 
Pinecrest St. Rose 
Pinecrest Sloan Canyon 

• Sixth priority at Pinecrest Academy’s Cadence campus will be given to 8th grade students 
matriculating from Somerset Academy’s Stephanie campus in accordance with the schools’ 
operative Articulation Agreement. 
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• 5th grade students attending Pinecrest Horizon will be automatically transferred to Pinecrest 
Cadence for 6th grade. If families wish to attend a different middle school, they will be given 
transfer priority in the lottery process. 

• All remaining students will be placed in a lottery to determine priority. 

Your child’s wait list numbers will fluctuate. These numbers may increase or decrease as 
applications receive a higher priority. 

It is the responsibility of parent(s)/guardian(s) to review the application for accuracy. All 
acceptances are sent out based on the information included on student application. If the grade 
or date of birth are entered incorrectly or omitted, acceptance will be rescinded and students 
will be placed at the end of the correct grade level wait list. All applications may be reviewed by 
using the apply/application status link on the school webpage. 

Parent/Guardian(s) must add all siblings to application submitted. If a transfer request is 
submitted, all siblings wishing to be included on the requested school’s wait list must be added 
to the application for the requested school. 
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Enrollment and Lottery FAQ 

A lottery will be held after the open enrollment period.  Families will be notified via email or 

phone of their child’s acceptance in Pinecrest Academy through a computerized lottery program.  

Families accepted will be notified via email of the next steps in the registration process and 

timeline to complete the registration. 

The office for Civil Rights (OCR) enforces Federal statutes that prohibit discrimination in 

programs and activities that receive Federal financial assistance from the Department of 

Education (ED).  Pinecrest Academy is committed to providing an equal opportunity education 

to all applicants without regard race, religion, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

national origin, citizenship status, age, disability or any other protected status in accordance with 

all the applicable federal, state and local laws. 

What is a lottery? 

Since the number of applicants exceeds the established ceiling, students are selected by random 

lottery.  A numbered waitlist will be established for all applicants that apply during the open 

enrollment period.  All applicants that apply after the open enrollment period will remain in a 

general application pool and be eligible for future lottery selections held for that academic 

year.  Waitlist numbers will not be assigned to general application pool students unless an 

additional lottery is required.  Future lotteries will not take place until all established waitlist 

students that applied during the open enrollment period have received an offer of acceptance. 

*How do I apply for my student to be included in the lottery?

To be considered for any current or future enrollment opportunities, place your student’s name in 

the applicant pool by going to Enrollment on the school web page.  Click on “Apply”.  Only 

the legal parent/guardian of each student on the application may apply for that student.  

All students in a family should apply on one application. This allows the system to identify 

siblings of registered students and give priority for future openings to the siblings of these 

students.  When you apply at the Pinecrest Academy website, your application is submitted 

for that campus only.  Each campus runs its own lottery.  It is required for you to submit an 

application to each campus to be considered for that campus lottery.  Submitting more than one 

application per family will result in voiding all applications for the family. 

*Completion and submission of an enrollment application does not guarantee admission to, or

constitute acceptance to, Pinecrest Academy.
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What are the chances of my student being selected to attend? 

 
Enrollment opportunities vary by grade.  There is no way to predict when or if your student will 

be selected by the lottery.  We encourage all interested families to apply for enrollment.  You 

will be contacted using the contact information on your application if your student has been 

selected. 

 

It is very important to keep this information current.  It is the parent/guardians responsibility 

to log in to your application and update any contact or student information on your 

application. 

 

Do I need to re-enroll for the applicant pool each year? 

 
Yes.  Each year during open enrollment, you need to re-apply if your student was not accepted 

for the current school year.  Once a student is registered and attending you do not need to re-

apply; however, all students must provide a Declaration of Intent for the following academic 

year. 

 

What is the lottery selection format? 

 
 Open enrollment closes at 11:59 pm on the date posted on the website. 

 Lottery takes place the day after the close of open enrollment.  Parents are notified of 

their student’s acceptance by email.  Please make sure you are able to receive school 

email and check your spam folder once the lottery runs.  Pinecrest Academy is not 

responsible for parents not receiving notification should the student acceptance go to your 

spam file. 

 Those students who have applied during the open enrollment period but did not receive 

an acceptance will be given an assigned wait list number.  You will be notified by email 

of your student’s placement on this waitlist on the date of the initial lottery selection. 

 All future grade openings will be selected from this numbered wait list. 

 Should openings occur after the initial waitlist has been exhausted, a new lottery to fill 

those additional grade openings will take place. 

 

It is very important that you keep all information on your application current as most of our 

communication will be sent by email. 
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How will I be contacted once my student is accepted and what is the timeline 

for completing required documents for registration? 

 
Upon completion of the initial lottery, all accepted applicants will be notified they have been 

accepted by text message and email. The text message and email will be sent to the phone 

number and email listed on the student’s application. Parents/guardians have 72 hours to 

complete all required registration documents.  If all required documents are not submitted by 

the stated deadline in the acceptance text and email, your students spot will be returned to the 

lottery at the end of the 72-hour deadline. It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to contact the 

school should they need assistance in registration.  

 

Acceptances will continue to be sent out once school is in session; there will be a 24-hour 

deadline to complete student registration. A text and email will be sent to the parent upon 

acceptance. It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to contact the school during the 24-hour 

deadline should they need additional assistance for registration.  

 

I missed the open enrollment deadline.  Can I still apply? 

 
Yes. After the first lottery round selection you may apply and be placed in our general 

application pool for any future lottery selections. 

 

How do I check the status of my application? 

 
To check the status of your application: Visit Pinecrest Academy website, click on apply.  Enter 

email and select check application status and then click continue.  You will be emailed a link that 

can be used to check application status. 

 

How do I change information or add a sibling to current application? 

 
To change the information on an application: visit Pinecrest Academy website, click on apply.  

Enter email then select add a sibling or edit/update application.  An email will be sent to you 

with a link to edit your current application.  Do not submit a new application for each student 

in your family.  All students in the same family need to be on one application. 

 

 

What do the following terms mean when I check my student’s status? 
 

Definitions of status are as follows: 

 

 Applied Not yet accepted into Pinecrest Academy through the random lottery                           

process. 
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 Accepted Accepted into Pinecrest Academy, but registration paperwork is not      

completed. 

 

 Confirmed A transfer or returning student. 

 

 Registered Accepted and completed registration paperwork. 

 

 

 

 Declined Accepted into Pinecrest Academy and you did not complete  

registration paperwork before the deadline or changed your mind about 

wanting to be considered for Pinecrest Academy. 

 

 Priority Status Not yet accepted into Pinecrest Academy but have priority status  

on the waitlist identified as other, sibling or transfer priority. 

 

How old must my child be to attend school? 

 
State law requires that a student entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old by September 30th.  

A first grade student must be 6 years old by September 30th.  There is no testing for early 

admission; no exceptions-NRS 392.040 (2) (5). 

 

Is there an age waiver for students from other states? 

 
A child who becomes a resident of this state after completing kindergarten or beginning first 

grade in another state in accordance with the laws of that state may be admitted to the grade 

he/she was attending or would be attending had he/she remained a resident of the other state 

regardless of his/her age, unless it is determined by Pinecrest Academy Board that the 

requirements of this section are being deliberately circumvented. NRS 392.040 (8).  This applies 

to active military families as well. 

 

Is there a fee for full day Kindergarten? 
 

No. 

 

Why does the application ask for my child’s current school? 

 
This information is to assist our office staff in transferring records, should your child be drawn.  

Transfer of records will not happen until you have completed your registration documents. 
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My student has an IEP. Will this affect my acceptance? 
 

Pinecrest Academy does not deny enrollment based on disability. As part of the registration 

process, please submit the following special education paperwork found in your child’s 

confidential folder at their school.  

 Consent for Placement 

 Multidisciplinary Team Meeting Report (current) 

 Speech and Occupational Therapy Annual Reports (if your child has related services) 

 Eligibility Form 

 Current Annual IEP and any revisions to that IEP 

 Current Behavior Intervention Plan 

 
Please scan and email Special Education documents to: 

Dr. Rebecca Norton at rebecca.norton@sessnv.com 

 

The special education paperwork will be reviewed by Dr. Rebecca Norton, Special Education 

Coordinator who oversees Caseload Management. If clarification is needed regarding services, 

you will be contacted by Dr. Rebecca Norton. Special education services cannot be provided 

without a copy of the IEP.   

If you are enrolling at a Pinecrest Academy in Las Vegas, documents can be taken to the 

Pinecrest Academy where you are enrolling or dropped off at Academica Nevada located at 6630 

Surrey Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 89119.  

On the IEP, please include the name of the Pinecrest Academy campus where you are enrolling 

and ATTENTION: Registrar. 

My child has been expelled from his/her previous school.  What must take 

place prior to my student attending your school? 

 
In accordance to NRS 392.4675, if your child has been expelled from school, the parent and 

student must meet with the Principal prior to completing registration.  Please bring your student 

records for expulsion to this meeting. After such meeting, it will be determined if your student is 

eligible for attendance. 
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Documents that you need to submit to Pinecrest Academy Registrar before 

your registration is complete: 

 
1. Your ID. Personal identification of parent/guardian (driver’s license, picture 

identification) bearing your name. 

2. Child’s original birth certificate or passport. 

3. Immunization Record 

4. Proof of address: 

 One item proving your address, such as a recent utility bill, rent receipt, 

residential lease or sales contract.  Unacceptable forms to document proof of 

address: driver’s license, telephone bill or cable bill.   

 If you are living with a friend or relative, you must submit a notarized Residential 

Affidavit signed by you and the owner/renter of the property indicating that this is 

your place of residence. A copy of a rent utility bill in the owner’s name must be 

provided with the affidavit. 

 

The documents listed below are not a requirement for registration or enrollment but will be 

needed before your child starts school: 

 Copy of transcripts from the previous school. 

 Previous records regarding placement in special programs, a copy of your child’s 

IEP or 504 plan (if applicable). 

 A recent report card or transfer document showing the name and address of your 

child’s last school. 

 Information about any disabilities or special health problems, such as seizures, 

asthma, heart problems, health care procedures or medications. 

 

Once accepted, how do I transfer my child from previous attended school? 

 
The registrar will request records from the current school once you complete the Transfer of 

Records form in the registration packet. If your student is accepted after school is in session, you 

will need to go to your child’s current school registrar and withdraw your child.  Bring the 

transfer documents from your child’s current school and proper identification to Pinecrest 

Academy registrar. 

 

My student is currently attending this school does he/she have to go through 

the lottery selection again? 

 
No.  If your student is currently attending our school, they do not need to reapply for the next 

school year.  Students will be sent a letter of recommitment in December of the current school 

year.  Parents will have one week to respond and submit online.  Recommitment participation is 

essential to determining the lottery selection for the next school year.   
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Transfer of Campus Policy 

 
Note: Students currently enrolled in Pinecrest Academy may request a transfer to another 

Pinecrest Academy campus only during the period when Declarations of Intent are offered.   

 

Transfer students, siblings, children of employees, and children of Board Members will be 

prioritized as stated below. 

 

1. First priority will be given to children of a member of the committee to form Pinecrest 

Academy. 

2. Second priority will be given to the children of members of the governing body of the 

Pinecrest Academy. 

3. Third priority will be given to the child of a teacher employed by Pinecrest Academy. 

4. Fourth priority will be given to the siblings of enrolled students.  Should the number of 

siblings exceed the number of spaces available in any grade level; the students will be 

placed in a lottery to determine priority. 

5. Fifth priority will be given to students currently attending Pinecrest Academy who wish 

to transfer to another Pinecrest Academy campus during the recommitment period. 

6. Pursuant to NRS 388.040 and NRS 388A.453(2) students who completed their 8th grade 

year at a Pinecrest school and are being promoted to 9th grade will only be guaranteed 

enrollment in the Pinecrest High School zone where they attended 8th grade.  If they wish 

to attend high school in another Pinecrest High School zone, they will be given transfer 

priority in the customary lottery process.  The Pinecrest High School zones are divided as 

follows: 

 

Pinecrest Cadence High School Zone 

Pinecrest Cadence 

 

Pinecrest Sloan Canyon High School Zone 

Pinecrest Inspirada 

Pinecrest St. Rose 

Pinecrest Sloan Canyon 

 

7. 5th grade students attending Pinecrest Horizon will be automatically transferred to 

Pinecrest Cadence for 6th grade.  If families wish to attend a different middle school, they 

will be given transfer priority in the lottery process. 

8. All remaining students will be placed in a lottery to determine priority. 

 

 

Your child’s wait list numbers will fluctuate.  These numbers may increase or decrease as 

applications receive a higher priority. 
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It is the parent/guardian(s) responsibility to review the application for accuracy.  All 

acceptances are sent out based on the information included on student application.  If the 

grade or date of birth are entered incorrectly or omitted, acceptance will be rescinded and 

students will be placed at the end of the correct grade level wait list.  All applications may 

be reviewed by using the apply/application status link on the school webpage. 

 

Parent/Guardian(s) must add all siblings to application submitted. If a transfer request is 

submitted, all siblings wishing to be included on the requested school’s wait list must be 

added to the application for the requested school. 
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